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Introduction

Brisbane is an excellent city for lawyers to live in, due to its established yet
evolving legal market, exceptional quality of life, numerous opportunities for
career advancement and competitive salaries for lawyers at all levels. The city
boasts a relaxed lifestyle with access to stunning outdoor spaces as well as
entertainment and cultural attractions, making it an ideal place for lawyers to
further their career and enjoy a high quality of life.

This guide is designed to give those considering relocating an insight into what
it’s like to live and work in Brisbane, as well as the salaries and benefits on offer.
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WHY CHOOSE BRISBANE?

Key Contacts - interested in relocating to Brisbane?
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The Brisbane legal market is a competitive and diverse environment, with a
range of large and small firms offering legal services across various practice areas.

The Brisbane legal market is increasingly global, with firms regularly advising
clients on cross-border transactions and international matters. The lawyers
working at large law firms often work closely with their colleagues based in
Sydney and Melbourne. Brisbane has a world-renowned Energy and Resources
sector and lawyers are exposed to cutting edge work. Overall, the work quality
on offer in Brisbane is very good and is set to continue improving and developing
as the region continues to evolve.

The market has undergone changes due to the pandemic, with firms adapting
to remote work and virtual collaboration tools. Technology and innovation
continue to drive progression in the market, with firms adopting new
technologies to enhance efficiency and streamline processes. 

Brisbane will play host to the Olympics in 2032 which will further drive the
economy and infrastructure within the city and south-east Queensland.
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LEGAL MARKET
RELOCATING TO BRISBANE - WHY SHOULD BRISBANE BE A TOP CHOICE?

BRISBANE MARKET SUMMARY



REMUNERATION IN BRISBANE
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RELOCATING TO BRISBANE – WHY SHOULD BRISBANE BE A TOP CHOICE?

PQE LEVEL $AUD Range $AUD Average

1 85,000 - 90,000 90,000

2 100,000 - 110,000 105,000

3 115,000 - 125,000 120,000

4 130,000 - 140,000 135,000

5 140,000 - 150,000 145,000

SA 1 155,000 - 165,000 160,000

SA 2 170,000 - 180,000 175,000

SA 3 185,000 - 195,000 190,000

SA 4 195,000 - 210,000 205,000

Counsel 220,000 - 270,000 240,000

Brisbane Top-Tier Firms

PQE LEVEL $AUD Range $AUD Average

1 70,000 - 92,000 85,000

2 90,000 - 105,000 100,000

3 100,000 - 120,000 110,000

4 120,000 - 130,000 125,000

5 130,000 - 145,000 137,000

SA 1 145,000 - 165,000 155,000

SA 2 160,000 - 170,000 165,000

SA 3 170,000 - 182,000 178,000

SA 4 180,000 -190,000 185,000

Counsel 200,000 - 240,000 220,000

Brisbane Mid-Tier Firms

*figures inclusive of superannuation



Living in Brisbane can offer a great quality of life, with plenty of opportunities to

enjoy the city's many cultural and recreational activities. Some popular

attractions in Brisbane include the South Bank Parklands, Lone Pine Koala

Sanctuary, Story Bridge Adventure Climb and the Queensland Art Gallery and

Gallery of Modern Art. Brisbane is also home to globally renowned sports teams

such as the Brisbane Broncos who play in the NRL.

Brisbane generally experiences a subtropical climate with warm to hot

temperatures throughout the year. In the summer months (December to

February), temperatures typically range from 20°C to 30°C with occasional

heatwaves. In the winter months (June to August), temperatures range from 9°C

to 22°C.

Cost of Living

In 2021, Brisbane experienced a significant increase in house prices, marking the

steepest annual climb in 13 years, due to the relentless demand for property

induced by the COVID-19 pandemic. This resulted in almost 400 suburbs in the

city joining the million-dollar club, making it one of the most robust property

markets in the country. While other parts of Australia experienced a slowdown in

growth, Brisbane's housing market continued to perform strongly in the first half

of 2022. Brisbane still offers great value for money compared to other cities.

One of the contributing factors to this trend is significant internal migration,

particularly from Victoria and New South Wales, as Australians seek more

affordable property in lifestyle suburbs. The Federal Government predicts that

Queensland's population will grow by over 16% by the time Brisbane hosts the

Olympic Games in 2032, with most Queenslanders expected to reside in Greater

Brisbane. This also makes Brisbane property an attractive investment

opportunity.
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BRISBANE LIFESTYLE
MOVING TO BRISBANE – WHY IS BRISBANE A TOP CHOICE?

Brisbane Median (AUD)

Houses $767,781

Units $490,997

Sydney Median (AUD)

Houses $1,217,308

Units $769,773

Melbourne Median (AUD)

Houses $897,222

Units $585,366

House Comparison Prices 



Career Opportunities: Brisbane is a major business hub and has a growing legal

industry, which means there are plenty of opportunities for lawyers looking to

build their career.

Earnings potential: Brisbane salaries have increased significantly in recent years.

Also, larger firms will pay for your relocation and visa if required.

Lifestyle: Brisbane is known for its warm weather and outdoor lifestyle. The city

is situated near beautiful beaches, parks and hiking trails, making it an attractive

location for those who enjoy an active lifestyle.

Affordability: Compared to other major Australian cities like Sydney and

Melbourne, Brisbane has a lower cost of living, making it more affordable and

providing a high quality of life for someone on a lawyers' salary.

Proximity to other Destinations: Brisbane is located close to other popular

Australian destinations like the Gold Coast and the Sunshine Coast, as well as the

Great Barrier Reef. This makes it a great location for those who want to explore

other parts of Australia.
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TOP BENEFITS OF BRISBANE
RELOCATING TO BRISBANE – WHY IS BRISBANE A TOP CHOICE?



VISA AND RELOCATION COSTS

Be nominated for a role by a suitable employer;

An occupation on the applicable Skill Shortage list;

English language test completed within the past 3 years (unless you have a

passport from New Zealand, the UK, Canada, the USA or the Republic of

Ireland);

Pass any required health checks; and

Have the qualifications and/or experience for the nominated occupation

specified in the Australian Standard Classification of Occupations (including

positive Skills Assessment for some occupations).

If you want to work in Australia and you're not an Australian citizen or don't have

a right to work, you'll need a visa. Your employer will usually apply for it on your

behalf, and it usually lasts for four years. After that, you may be able to apply for

residency and citizenship. Spousal and de facto visas are also available for

unmarried partners, and they allow your partner to live and work in Australia as

long as your visa is valid. Most employers will help with the cost of flights, short-

term accommodation, and shipping your belongings, but their policies may vary. 

What are the requirements for the 482 visa? 

RELOCATING TO BRISBANE – WHY IS BRISBANE A TOP CHOICE?
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